
Everyone should be 

aware that the dis-

charge of pollutants 

into the storm drainage system, or into 

surrounding water bodies, is prohibited 

by local ordinance and state and federal 

law.  Water from residential pools and hot 

tubs is not considered storm water and 

should not be discharged directly to storm 

drains, unless the following applies. 
 

 Neutralize your pool water prior to dis-

charge to the storm drain by adding a 

chemical dechlorinator (available from 

pool supply stores) or by letting the water 

decrease on its own to a pH level be-

tween 7.2 and 7.8. 

 Let the water filter over a grassy or land-

scaped area on its way to the storm drain. 

 Use copper algaecides only when neces-

sary, such as when less toxic algae con-

trol products are ineffective. 

 Discharge pool water to the storm drain 

only if you know it doesn’t contain harm-

ful concentrations of chlorine and copper. 

A pool maintenance company, pool sup-

ply store can help you determine the con-

centration of chlorine and copper in your 

pool. 

 Maintain proper chemical balance and 

filtration in your pool. This will minimize 

the need to drain the pool and prevent 

unnecessary corrosion of copper pipes 

and equipment. 
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POOL WATER 

DISCHARGE 

 Dispose of wastewater from washing 

cartridge filters in a landscape area, never 

directly into the street, paved driveways, 

or a street drain. 

 Be sure your pool maintenance service 

follows all discharge requirements. 

 Discharge pool or spa water to the sani-

tary sewer system. 

 Drain your pool or spa water if there has 

been a recent application of herbicides, 

pesticides or fertilizers. 

 Discharge pool water containing copper 

to the storm drain. Copper in your pool 

can come from some algae control prod-

ucts and copper plumbing and equipment, 

particularly heaters. Typical recommend-

ed dosages for copper algaecides are 

about 100 times higher than other con-

centrations that are toxic to many aquatic 

organisms. 

 Discharge swimming pool water contain-

ing chlorine at levels higher than 0.01 

parts per million (ppm) to the storm 

drain. Chlorine levels 

higher than 0.01 ppm 

are harmful to aquatic 

organisms. The typical 

chlorine level main-

tained in a swimming 

pool is 2-4 ppm. 
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